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IRAG AND WEEK BABT — -~ — -
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The pro-Yestern goverament of Irag was overthrows by a militery
coup early this morning. Prise Ninister Nari Said and Crown
Prince Abd sl-Illsh may have been assassinated., Kiog Faysal,
wvho was to fly to Istanbul for s Baghdad Pact meeting, 1= =2al¢€
to be under arrest,

The coup sction was taker by pro-Nasir elements, led by younj

aray officers,

2. A "repubdlican governsentof Iraq” has been poclsimed, withs
a cadinet of colomels sud leftist civiliaas. JMembers of the
Ba*sth party, which slso spearhesded the pro-Fasir cause ia
Syris, appear to predominste amomg the civlilan group.

1. Pictures of Rasir are now on display “everywhere” in
Baghdad,

B, The structure of the aew regime is uuclear. Tho formal lLead

of state apparentliy is & Lisutensnt General Fubsni, who s

been in touch with the Egyptisns and had Beer suspected of

disloyalty for some time. He was on & sission in the

United States last year.

€. As of 0700 Baghdad tise, the capital was reported by the LS

Embaesy to be relatively normal, with considerable

Jubilation among crowds moving past the sabsssy toward
the center of the city.
1. However, later reports state the regise has imposed

curfew and that taamks have been deployed to protect
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2. Baghdad radlo bas appesled to the poapulsmce io reirair
from attackiag foreign embassies or perscaacl.

I11. King Husayn's governmseat ia Jordas is likely to be uffected
ismedistely-~Cairo radio is reported to have asserted that action
in Jordan had slready begun.

A, Factionsl rivalries, dissffection and UAR-gupported subversion
within the army and goverament already posed serious seosrity
problems for Husayn.

B, In siition to receat arrests of some forty jwnior officers
suspected of plotting with Syrias support to kill the King,
severel senior military and security officisls, including the
former deputy chief of staff, the national guard commander,
snd the Amman police chief, are suspected of disloyalty.

The King's senior aide sad chief of his palace intelligese=
organization, Radi Abdullab, ms arreated last week,

C. Husaya, profoundly discoursged, was reported to have asked
that twvo more brigades of Iraqgi troops be seat into Jordan
to sseist in maintaining order. The coup in Irag, however,
wrecks this plan, and Iragl troops alresdy ia Jordaan (one
brigade in north Jordan, with ones more in western Irag sbout
50 miles from the Jordan border) might now assist in effor:
to overthrow the King.

IY. Bhould the coup in Iraq apread to Jordan, the Israelis, slarssd
at the prospect of being surrounded by Arad states under Hasi»'s
direct influence or controal, might move to take over Mt Jordau
from sirstegic mecessity. As presently comstituted, the wais: of

Israel is only some ten miles wide, and the Ixraelis bhave

reiiiree fouRialeasr 13P06¢HLyCIAJRRR7 IRPPSRRAUE 080030923 Poops in
%est Jordan and cited the fact that Iraqg has never sigaed an
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The position of the pro-Yestern government in Lebanon will,

of course, he further weskened, Dammscus radio has already

appealed to Iragis vhom it allges are working with the Lebanwe

goverament to desert to the rebels there,

irnq’s allies in the Baghdad Pact have foresesn for some tim?

the poasibility that Iraq might withdraw, though not under tiwse

circumstances., Hevampiag the pset will be 2 mein topic of
discussion at the Istanbul seetings of the lioslem mnenbers
scheduled for tomorrow.

L. dNeanwhile, the Iranian srmy is reported to hive been alevied
along the Iran-Iraq border.

The most sericus ultimmte impact of the comp is of course on

¥estern Furope’'s access to Middle ksst oil supplies.

A. xven though s pro-Maeir regime in Iraq might not smove
immediately townard mationnlimmtioa of the internationall: .
owned Iraq Petroleum Company s¢ as 1o avoid antagonizing
the West too much while the ragime gots settled im, ther:
is no question but that this would be the ultimate objec:ive,

B. The fate of Kamnit, the srea’'s largest producer, would aiso
come ia question. The Buri goverament had sought to bri:g
Kuwait inteo the Irsgi-Jordanian union, but hnd been
unsuccessful parfly becauss of pro-Nasir sentiment among “fLe
Kuwsit populace.
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C. The ruler of Kuwsit may find it much msore difficult to resist
a pro-UAR regime in Irag, and Britain may well have to
decide whether to take drsstic msasures to protect its
access to Kumit's ell,

D. Events in Irag will further stresgthen pro-Nasir elements
in the kingdoms of Saudia Arsbia and Libya.
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